§3*23	Nouns	i6t
guage except in the 6- and the n-stems. And the original
distinction between the nom. and ace. plural of masculine
and feminine nouns had also disappeared, as nom. ace.
dagas, days, este, favours, stina, sons, but Goth. nom.
dagos, ansteis, sunjus; ace, dagans, anstins, sttntms;
guman, men, prim. Germanic nom. *5timaniz, ace. *gtima-
nttnz; fet, feet, prim. Germanic nom. *fotiz, ace. Goth,
fotuns. In like manner the original case endings of the
n-stems, with the exception of the nom. singular and the gen.
and dat. plural, had also disappeared in the oldest English, so
that the element which originally formed part of the stem
came to be regarded as a case ending (§§ 211-15), cp. the simi-
lar process in the plural of the neuter -OS-stems (§§ 419-2O).
Before attempting the OE. declensions from a philological
point of view, the student should master the chapter on the
vowels of unaccented syllables, because it is impossible to
restate in this chapter all the details dealt with there.
§ 332. OE. nouns have two numbers: singular and
plural; three genders: masculine, feminine, and neuter,
as in the other old Germanic languages from which the
gender of nouns in OE. does not materially differ; five
cases; Nominative, Accusative, Genitive, Dative, and In-
strumental. The dat. is generally used for the instr. in
OE., so that this case is omitted in the paradigms, see §334,
Note. The vocative is like the nominative. The nom.
and ace. plural are always alike; in those declensions
which would regularly have different forms for the nom.
and ace., the ace. disappeared and the nom. was used in its
stead. Traces of an old locative occur in what is called
the uninflected dat. singular of ham, home. In North-
umbrian both the declension and gender of nouns fluctuated
considerably as compared with the other OE. dialects.
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